
VOLUNTEER COOPERATION: 
A VEHICLE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT 

OF WOMEN AND GIRLS

It offers a framework for deploying volunteer human resources to fulfill missions that meet 
the needs of partner organizations working to strengthen access to justice for people 

in situations of vulnerability, particularly women and girls.

WHAT IS 
WOMEN’S LEGAL 
EMPOWERMENT?
Women’s legal empowerment is about 
using the law to increase women’s 
control over their lives. It is as much 
a process as a goal, and includes 
knowledge or appropriation of the law 
through awareness and training, legal 
aid and legal assistance services, 
as well as the strategic litigation of 
human rights.

THE CENTRAL ROLE  
OF WOMEN AND GIRLS
Women and girls have always been the main beneficiaries of 
LWBC’s projects, particularly women who are victims of gender-
based violence and sexual violence. The promotion of gender 
equality is achieved through the combined effect of measures 
aimed at protecting women’s and girls’ rights, while at the same 
time empowering them to become agents of change.

Promoting women’s rights, access to justice and the fight against 
gender-based violence are at the center of all our actions since our 
very beginnings. Our commitment to these issues is directly in line 
with the new Feminist International Assistance Policy adopted by 
the Government of Canada in 2017.

Through their close collaboration with women in situations of 
vulnerability and human rights defenders, volunteers are at the 
heart of the most important accomplishments that we have been 
a part of. The contributions of volunteers are undeniable, both 
in terms of international legal expertise and methodology. By 
contributing to the construction of more just and inclusive societies 
in the various countries we work in, volunteers also help build 
solidarity in Canada.

VOLUNTARY COOPERATION IS AT THE CENTRE OF ALL OUR INTERVENTIONS



GENDER EQUALITY 
AND THE 
EMPOWERMENT 
OF WOMEN AND 
GIRLS IN GUATEMALA
In the emblematic Sepur Zarco case, 
volunteers directly contributed to a major 
ruling resulting in convictions of former 
military officers for sexual and domestic 
slavery practices during the armed conflict. 
These judgments have significantly helped 
victims to confront their past, and have 
helped Guatemalan society to overcome 
deeply rooted stereotypes and confront the 
darkest parts of its history.

INCLUSIVE GOVERNANCE 
IN CÔTE D’IVOIRE
Through targeted training and ongoing 
support, volunteers support a range of front-
line legal services that are adapted to the 
needs of women and children. Building the 
capacity of different actors (police, social 
workers, members of civil society) promotes 
the improvement of legal services and access 
to justice for women and girls.

Several examples are from the project «Protecting the Rights of Children, Women and Other Vulnerable Communities» (PRODEF), carried out by Lawyers Without Borders Canada 
in consortium with the International Bureau for Children’s Rights, through Global Affairs Canada’s Volunteer Cooperation Program.

Women and girls have been particularly affected by the armed conflict, 
as sexual crimes have been perpetrated repeatedly by all armed actors. 
Volunteers play a central role in initiatives to help women in some of the 
most conflict-affected regions take greater ownership of the transitional 
justice process, and to strengthen their capacity to ensure that their 
fundamental rights are respected. These women become agents of 
change by implementing projects in their community and denouncing 
what they have experienced.

PEACE AND SECURITY IN COLOMBIA

THE FIGHT AGAINST GENDER-BASED 
VIOLENCE IN MALI
Volunteers collaborated in the drafting of a proposed law against 
gender-based violence, filed with the Ministry for the Promotion of 
Women, Children and the Family. The adoption of this draft law would 
mark a major step forward for the protection of women and girls. They 
now support monitoring and participate in women’s advocacy and 
consultation activities.


