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WOMEN LEADERS OF DIFFERENT REGIONS AFFECTED BY THE ARMED 

CONFLICT IN COLOMBIA TOGETHER WITH LAWYERS WITHOUT 

BORDERS CANADA COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH COLOMBIAN 

INSTITUTIONS REGARDING THE POLITICAL PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN, 

TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE AND THE GUARANTEE OF RIGHTS IN 

COLOMBIA. 

 

Bogotá, November 16, 2018 - Within the framework of the National ‘Retejiendo Saberes’ 

meeting held with the support of the Canadian Embassy in Colombia, women leaders met 

with Colombian governmental institutions to discuss current challenges posed by the 

implementation of the Final Peace Agreement. The women, from the departments of Nariño, 

Valle del Cauca, Santander, North Santander, Cesar and Antioquia, presented  

recommendations regarding the problems related to the guarantee of women's rights and the 

current issues of access to justice in the territories they represent.  

 

The recommendations formulated by the women leaders, who are all members of 

organizations representing victims of the armed conflict, revolved around the guarantee of 

political participation of women in decision-making regarding public policy. Among the 

topics discussed were the increasing number of murders of social leaders, the defence of the 

territory, the right to truth, justice, reparation and non-repetition and the need to move 

forward with the implementation of the gender-related measures in the Final Peace 

Agreement. 

 

The institutions present at the meeting included the Special Jurisdiction for Peace, the 

Commission for the Elucidation of Truth, Coexistence and Non-Repetition, the 

Ombudsman's Office, the Attorney General's Office, the Legal Commission for the Equity 

of Women of the Congress of the Republic, the Rural Women's Directorate of the Ministry 

of Agriculture, the National Protection Unit, the United Nations Verification Mission in 

Colombia, the Technical Secretariat of the Final Verification Component of the Final 

Agreement, and the Canadian Embassy in Colombia, together with national and international 

civil society organizations. Officials listened carefully to the recommendations made by the 

female leaders, who in addition to delivering a written statement, emphasized the necessity 

of holding further such meetings in the various territories of the country in the future. 

 

With this goal in mind, Lawyers without Borders Canada invites Colombian, civil society 

and international institutions to strengthen the implementation process of the Final Peace 

Agreement by ensuring that its essence is maintained. The respect of victims’ rights to truth, 

justice, reparation and non-repetition greatly depends on the proper implementation of the 

Agreement. 

 


