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LWBC welcomes the historic agreement to end the armed confrontation between the 

Colombian Government and the guerrilla organization FARC-EP in Colombia 

June 23, 2016, Bogotá. Lawyers without Borders Canada (LWBC) enthusiastically 

welcomes the historic progress made in the peace talks in Havana to end the armed conflict 

between the Colombian government and the guerrilla organization the Revolutionary Armed 

Forces of Colombia (FARC-EP). 

In the agreement, the parties agreed to definitively end military actions and actions which 

may affect the civilian population. Also the FARC-EP promises to lay down their arms, and 

the agreement expresses the commitment to exclude violence from politics and to work 

towards the consolidation of the democracy in the country. 

Furthermore, the parties have committed to take action to ensure compliance with this 

agreement which includes the adoption of a monitoring and verification system, intensifying 

the fight against criminal organizations and the establishment of areas to facilitate the 

transition of guerrillas into civilian life. In addition, the agreement also sets out that a 

referendum may be the means by which the country votes on the peace accords, should 

this be confirmed by the Colombian Constitutional Court. 

According to the lawyer Pascal Paradis, Director General of LWBC, "Today it is and will be 

an unforgettable date for Colombians affected by the conflict, enforced displacement and 

other serious human rights violations." 

The agreement means that today Colombia seems much closer to reaching a final peace 

agreement. LWBC recognizes the great commitment of the parties to end the conflict and 

encourages them to reach a final agreement as soon as possible. The implementation of 

these significant advances depends upon the final agreement and this will in turn increase 

confidence in this important process. 

LWBC will continue to monitor the peace process; especially, to ensure the recognition of 

the rights of victims in the implementation of the agreements already reached in accordance 

with international standards. 

About Lawyers without Borders Canada: LWBC is a non-governmental organization 

whose mission is to support the defense of human rights of the most vulnerable by 

strengthening access to justice and legal representation.  
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