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PRESS RELEASE 

For immediate release 
 

RAIF BADAWI: LWBC SUBMITS A WRITTEN ARGUMENT TO SAUDI ARABIA 
SUPREME COURT 

 
 
Québec, 17 August 2015 – In the case of Raif Badawi, in accordance with 
commitments made notably to his wife Ensaf Haidar, Lawyers Without Borders 
Canada (LWBC) submitted a written argument on 15 August 2015 to the Saudi 
embassy in Ottawa and to the Saudi Minister of Justice on Saturday destined to the 
Supreme Court of Saudi Arabia. 
 
LWBC wishes to contribute to the reflection of the highest Saudi court and ultimately 
contribute to the release of Raif Badawi and the reunion with his family in Canada. 
 
This written argument prepared by LWBC’s team with the support of the Quebec 
Bar, Lavery law firm, and recognized experts in the field of human rights and Islamic 
law demonstrates the failure by Saudi Arabia to respect its national and international 
obligations in three specific areas in this case: the right to a fair trial, the right to 
freedom of expression and opinion, and finally, the absolute prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. It requests the Supreme Court to draw the 
appropriate conclusions in the light of these shortcomings and revoke the verdict 
against Mr. Badawi. 
 
The submission of this written argument comes as information brought forward last 
week revealed that the Supreme Court of Saudi Arabia would be once again hearing 
the case of Raif Badawi. By way of reminder, last June, the Court, at the request of 
the King of Saudi Arabia, confirmed the sentence of 10 years imprisonment, 1000 
lashes, a 10 year ban on travel outside Saudi territory and a fine of over 300 000 
Canadian dollars imposed on Mr. Badawi for infringing on religious values. 
 
The French version of the written argument was translated in Arabic and English. 
 
 
About Lawyers Without Borders Canada 
Lawyers Without Borders Canada (LWBC) is a non-governmental international 
organisation based in Quebec City whose mission is to reinforce access to justice and 
legal representation. 

  
 
Information:    Emmanuelle Audet-Boucher 

(418) 907-2607 extension 105 
(438) 497-0384 (mobile) 

  
 

http://www.asfcanada.ca/fr
tel:%28418%29%20907-2607
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To get the latest news from LWBC: 
 
Facebook              www.facebook.com/asfcanada.ca   
Twitter                   www.twitter.com/ASFCanada 
LinkedIn                www.tinyurl.com/linkedinASFC 
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