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On Thursday, March 10, 2011 from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m., at the University of British Colombia, 
(room UCLL 107), Lawyers Without Borders Canada (LWBC), in collaboration with Pro Bono 
Students Canada, will present its work with special guest Jomary Ortegón Osorio, visiting 
Colombian lawyer from the José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers Colective (CAJAR). 
 
The presentation, “Protecting Human Rights and the Rule of Law internationally: a Special 
Focus on Colombia”, will feature a presentation on LWBC’s work by Pascal Paradis and a 
presentation on the human rights and justice situation in Colombia by Jomary Ortegón Osorio.   
 
Mr. Pascal Paradis is a lawyer in the Province of Quebec. He is one of three founding members 
of the Canadian branch of Lawyers Without Borders, where he serves today as Executive 
Director.  He has participated in or managed numerous international cooperation programs in 
the justice sector, including in Colombia. 
 
Ms. Jomary Ortegón Osorio, is a lawyer who specializes in constitutional law, aboriginal rights, 
human rights and international humanitarian law and has worked with the CAJAR for 9 years.  
She has litigated high profile human rights cases before the Colombian national courts as well 
as before the Inter-American and UN systems. LWBC has been working closely with the CAJAR 
and other lawyers organizations in Colombia since 2003. 
 
Ms. Ortegón Osorio and Mr. Paradis will be available before or after the session to respond to 
questions from the media.   
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For further information or to request an interview, please contact: 
 
  Geneviève Villeneuve-Patry 

Communications Coordinator 
+ 1 418-907-2607 extension 107 
genevieve.villeneuve-patry@asfcanada.ca 
 

 
 
 
 



About LWBC 

LWBC is an international cooperation non-governmental organization registered as a charity in 
Canada.  Its core mission is to help defend the human rights of the most vulnerable persons and 
groups by reinforcing access to justice and legal representation.  LWBC presently runs 
international cooperation programs in Colombia, Guatemala and Haiti.  LWBC has been active 
in Colombia since 2003. (www.asfcanada.ca) 

About CAJAR 

The José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers' Collective, is a thirty-year-old Colombian non-governmental 
organization who accompanies persons, peoples, and communities, which have suffered grave 
human rights violations, in their fight against impunity and search for comprehensive 
reparation.  The Lawyers' Collective documents cases in which transnational companies are 
responsible for human rights violations and accompanies social organizing processes that 
clarify the historical truth and establish public responsibility for these acts. 
(www.colectivodeabogados.org)  

 


